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Medical  Inspection  and  Supervision  of 
School  Children. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

by  the  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

for  the  Year  Ending 
31ft  JULY,  1930. 


TO  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  CLACKMANNAN  AND  ITS  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  COMMITTEE,  SUB  COMM  ITTEE  FOll  MATERNITY  SERVICE  AND 
CHILD  HEALTH  SERVICES  AND  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  'to  submit  the  Twenty-First  Annual  Report 
on  the  Medical  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  School  Children  in  the 
County  of  Clackmannan  for  the  year  ending  31st  July,  1930.  The  Report 
is  based  upon  instructions  issued  by  the  Scottish  Education  Department  iu 
Circular  400,  dated  1914. 

The  year  under  review  is  noteworthy  because  of  the  changes  which 
have  taken  place  under  the  Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1929,  but 
most  of  the  work  was  carried  out  under  the  administration  of  the  late 
Education  Authority  before  the  changes  took  place.  It  is  too  early  to 
report  upon  the  effect  of  these  changes  upon  the  work,  but  in  this  County, 
where  there  already  existed  so  many  joint  arrangements  between  different 
Local  Authorities  for  the  health  services,  there  cannot  be  much  difference 
except,  perhaps,  in  the  detailed  organisation  and  administration  of  new 
developments,  which  should  be  simplified  in  future.  The  scheme  for  the 
school  health  service  in  this  County  is  being  carried  out  on  the  same  lines 
as  formerly  and  any  modifications  in  administration  made  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  new  Act  have  little  effect  upon  the  executive  part  of  the  work 
in  the  meantime. 

I desire  to  record  my  indebtedness  to  the  Education  Authority,  now 
defunct,  for  all  the  help  and  consideration  they  gave  to  me  in  the  execution 
of  my  duties  as  School  Medical  Officer  in  the  past.  Their  interest  in  the 
work  was  always  keen  and  stimulating.  I must  also  refer  to  the  assistance 
received  from  officials,  teachers  and  nurses  in  the  work  throughout  the 
year,  and  especially  during  the  period  of  transition,  when  difficulties  might 
easily  have  occurred.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  you  for  your  courtesy 
to  me  since  the  administration  of  this  work  was  placed  in  your  hands. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


0.  C.  FINLATOR, 


I. — Medical  Inspection  Staff 


School  Medical  Officer: — 

C.  C.  FINLATOR,  M.D.,  D.P.Ii.,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Eye  Specialist  (Part  Time)  : — 

T.  STEWART  BARRIE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.F.P.S.G. 

School  Dentists  (Part  Time)  : — 

C.  MELVILLE,  L.D.S.,  and  J.  S.  WILSON,  L.D.S. 

School  Nurses: — 

Miss  J.  G.  B.  BROWN  and  Miss  M.  F.  CLARK. 

District  Nurses  are  employed  at  Menstrie  and  Dollar  Schools,  and  to  assist  the 
School  Dentists  in  Alloa  and  District. 

Clerks : — 

JOHN  DUFF  and  Miss  N.  FORSYTH. 


II. — (a)  Number  of  Schools — 19. 

(b)  Number  of  Children  on  Register  and  in  Average  Attendance. 

The  accompanying  Table  gives  particulars: — 


SCHOOL. 

Average 
No.  on 
Roll. 

Average 
No.  in 
Attend- 
ance. 

Percent- 

age 

Attend- 

ance. 

PRIMARY- 

Alloa  Academy,  ED.,  ... 

167-02 

151-92 

90-96 

Alva  Academy,  E.D.,  ... 

524-71 

479  88 

91-46 

Clackmannan,  

389  02 

350-79 

90-10 

Coalsnaughton, 

212-19 

191-14 

90-08 

Dollar,  

119-52 

110-44 

92-40 

Fishcross,  ..  

131-76 

108  41 

82-27  ! 

Forestmill, 

48-23 

4370 

90  60 

Grange,  ..  

464  30 

414-92 

89-36 

Menstrie, 

169-52 

157  90 

93-14 

Sauchie,  .. 

406  21 

372-29 

91-65 

South,  

262-21 

233  55 

89-06 

Snnnyside, 

665-04 

599-80 

90-19  : 

Tillicoultry,  

526-86 

472  95 

89-77 

Tullibody,  

192-55 

178-84 

92-88 

Alloa  Episcopal, 

Alloa  (Town)  St.  Mungo’s, 

287-76 

265-49 

92-26 

288-20 

260-48 

90-37 

SECONDARY— 

Alloa  Academy 

271-19 

253-51 

93-48 

Aha  Academy, 

163-16 

150-65 

91-46 

Dollar  Academy, 

348-72 

.325  53 

9.3  .35 

SPECIAL  CLASS- 

Ludgate,  ..  

18-19 

1.3  99 

76-91 

Totals,  

5656-42 

5136-18 

90-8 
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III. — Number  of  Visits  to  Schools  for  Systematic  Examinations  in 
accordance  with  Scheme  of  Inspection. 

The  medical  officer  made  100  such  visits  compared  with  103  in 
the  previous  year,  and  a mean  of  07  in  the  preceding  five  years. 

IV. — Number  of  Special  Visits  by  the  Medical  Officer,  i.e.,  visits 
for  purposes  other  than  those  of  Systematic  Inspection. 

The  number  of  special  visits  was  02,  compared  with  80  last 
year , and  a mean  of  84  in  the  preceding  five  years.  Special  visits 
were  required  in  connection  with  the  following: — Outbreaks  of  in- 
fectious diseases,  inspection  of  sanitary  arrangements,  drainage  and 
alterations  at  schools,  examination  of  junior  students,  examination  of 
bursars  and  of  children  for  employment  and  exemption,  examinations 
under  the  Mental  Deficiency  and  Lunacy  (Scotland)  Act,  1013. 
preparation  of  children’s  eyes  for  Dr  Barrie’s  Clinic,  control  of  ver- 
minous cases,  etc. 

V. — Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools. 

Taken  as  a whole,  the  schools  in  the  County  are  in  fair  condi- 
tion as  regards  lighting,  ventilation  heating  and  general  accommo- 
dation. Many  of  them  are  getting  old  and  they  lack  the  facilities 
provided  in  recently  constructed  schools,  but  the  policy  of  the  late 
Authority  in  carrying  out  a programme  of  reconstruction  and  exten- 
sion year  by  year  has  gone  a long  way  towards  modernising  them 
and  removing  their  principal  defects.  With  a continuation  of  this 
policy  the  hygienic  requirements  of  the  school  popidation  should  be 
reasonably  met. 

During  the  year  several  infant  class-rooms  were  improved  by 
the  removal  of  galleries  and  the  introduction  of  modern  furniture, 
while  minor  alterations,  painting  and  repairs  were  carried  out  where 
required.  By  a re-arrangement  and  re-construction  of  class-rooms 
at  Rauchie  School  more  suitable  accommodation  was  obtained  for 
the  teaching  of  science  and  domestic  work.  Improvements  were 
carried  out  in  the  wash-hand  basins  at  Sunnyside  and  Rauchie 
Rchools. 

A general  enquiry  was  made  into  the  adequacy  of  the  sanitary 
conveniences  at  all  schools,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  standard 
required  by  the  Department  was  fully  complied  with  except  in  one 
instance  where  there  was  a slight  deficiency  in  quantity  caused  by 
an  increased  number  of  enrolments.  It  is  hoped  that  the  old  t\pc 


of  trough  closet  with  automatic  flush,  although  it  has  certain 
advantages,  will  be  replaced  by  the  more  modern  individual  type  of 
water  closet  as  soon  as  reasonably  practicable. 

The  cleaning  of  the  schools  is  on  a higher  standard  than  it  was 
ten  years  ago,  partly  due  to  the  better  condition  of  doors  and  general 
repair,  and  also  to  improved  staffing  and  organisation  in  this 
department.  There  are,  of  course,  instances  where  improvement  is 
desirable  at  times,  but  these  are  infrequent. 

The  extensions  and  alterations  at  St.  John’s  School,  Alloa, 
detailed  in  my  last  report  were  completed  during  the  year  and  appear 
satisfactory,  except  that  the  heating  in  the  staff  rooms  is  defective. 

In  connection  with  Dollar  Academy,  the  third  new  boarding 
house  has  been  opened.  It  is  well  arranged  and  equipped  and  should 
prove  of  value  in  affording  additional  suitable  accommodation  for 
boarders. 

VI. — Organisation  and  Administration. 

A. — System  of  Medical  Inspection. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (who  is  also  School 
Medical  Officer),  is  responsible  for  the  whole  system  of  inspection 
and  treatment. 

Owing  to  the  impending  changes  under  the  Local  Government 
(Scotland)  Act,  1020,  last  year,  my  report  contained  very  full 
details  regarding  the  organisation  and  administration  of  routine 
inspection,  special  cases,  special  inspection  of  vision,  dental  inspec- 
tion. and  the  methods  employed  in  recording  and  tabulating  condi- 
tions found  and  in  notifying  defects  requiring  attention.  It  seems 
unnecessary  to  recapitulate  these  details  year  after  year  and  1 pro- 
pose, therefore,  to  omit  them  from  this  year’s  report. 

B. — School  Nurses. 

1.  Number  on  Staff. — 1 full-time  and  1 half-time.  District 
Nurses  have  also  been  employed  part-time. 

Nurse  Brown  has  been  employed  full-time  in  the  Schools  and 
School  Clinics  in  No.  I.  Area  (comprising  Alloa  Parish  and  Clack- 
mannan Parish)  and  has  also  assisted  the  dental  officer  at  Alva. 
Nurse  Clark  has  been  employed  half-time  in  No.  2 Area  (comprising 
the  Parishes  of  Alva,  Tillicoultry  and  Dollar)  excepting  Menstrie, 
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where  the  work  has  been  wholly  carried  out  by  the  District  Nurse. 
At  Dollar,  the  District  Nurse  has  attended  to  minor  ailments  of 
school  children  at  their  homes.  Alloa,  Tullibody  and  Cambus  Dis- 
trict Nursing  Association,  has  supplied  Nurses  to  assist  the  dental 
officers  at  inspections  and  clinics. 

2.  Duties  in  Schools.—  * 

3 Duties  in  Visiting.—  I These  were  fullJ  detailed  in  last 

4,  Other  Duties.-  J year's  rePort‘ 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  of  the  nurses  during  the 
year,  exclusive  of  their  work  at  the  various  Clinics  which  is  dealt 
with  in  Section  XI.  of  this  report: — 


DISTRICTS. 

No.  of  Visits  to 
Schools  with  Med- 
ical Officer. 

No.  of  other  visits 
to  Schools. 

No.  of  Visits  to 
Homes. 

No.  of  Examina- 
tions of  Children 
in  School. 

No.  of  Inspections 
and  Clinics  with 
Dentists. 

Alloa  Burgh  Schools, 

35 

88 

188 

2275 

38 

Alloa  Parish  Schools, 

14 

35 

15 

6S7 

21 

Alva  Schools 

12 

17 

25 

1184 

12 

Tillicoultry  Schools, 

9 

9 

52 

2400 

21 

Dollar  Schools,  

4 

10 

1 

209 

5 

Clackmannan  Parish  Schools, 

10 

24 

20 

886 

14 

♦Menstrie  Schools 

3 

81 

104 

962 

9 

*Dollar  (District  Nurse), 

... 

... 

55 

... 

Totals,  

87 

264 

460 

8603 

120 

* Including  visits  for  treatment  of  minor  ailments. 


C. — Arrangements  for  “Following  Up.” 

See  last  year’s  report  for  full  details. 

D. — Supervision  of  Infectious  Diseases,  including  School  Closure. 

A considerable  amount  of  school  attendance  was  lost  through 
epidemics  of  Chickenpox  and  Mumps.  Few  schools  escaped  them 
altogether,  but  a specially  severe  epidemic  of  chickenpox  occurred 
at  Menstrie  from  October  till  December,  while,  during  the  Spring, 
mumps  was  particularly  troublesome  in  Sauchie  and  Alloa.  Measles 
did  not  take  epidemic  form  except  in  Sauchie  and  Alloa  at  the  end 
of  December,  but  the  epidemic  was  not  nearly  as  extensive  as  one 
which  occurred  2 years  previously.  Whooping  Cough  was  moder- 
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ately  prevalent  in  Alloa  after  the  measles  epidemic  and  a number  of 
cases  occurred  in  various  parts  of  the  County  during  the  early  part 
of  Summer.  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  occurred  in  average  num- 
bers in  most  schools,  but  in  Tillicoultry  there  was  a troublesome  out- 
break of  scarlet  fever  in  the  Autumn,  producing  15  cases  in  all,  and 
the  disease  appeared  again  in  the  school  in  small  numbers  in  Janu- 
ary, February,  and  June. 

The  usual  steps  were  taken  as  regards  exclusion  of  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  and  their  “contacts”,  disinfection  of  school  pre- 
mises and  investigation  as  to  sources  of  infection  and  their  removal. 
The  school  nurses  made  systematic  inspection  of  classes  for  mild 
cases  during  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  and  in  this  way  cases 
were  sometimes  discovered  which  would  otherwise  have  been  missed. 
The  teachers  were  also  very  helpful  in  this  work  by  reporting  all 
doubtful  cases  to  the  nurses.  I also  visited  schools  and  made  special 
inspections  whenever  it  appeared  advisable  to  do  so. 

It  was  not  considered  necessary  or  advisable  to  close  any 
school  during  the  year. 

E. — Co-ordination  with  Public  Health  Services. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  County,  so  that  overlapping  of  work  is  avoided.  This  means 
a saving  in  labour,  travelling  and  correspondence  with  resulting 
economy  financially. 


The  number  of  parents  present  at  the  routine  examinations 
was  578  for  the  1794  children  examined,  or  32.2  per  cent,  compared 
with  29.3  last  year  and  a mean  of  29.2  in  the  preceding  five  years. 
The  following  figures  give  the  percentage  of  children  accompanied  by 
their  parents  in  the  different  age  groups: — 


F. — Presence  of  Parents. 


57.1  per  cent. 

25.4  per  cent. 

11.4  per  cent. 
3.8  per  cent. 


YII. — The  Physical  Condition  of  the  School  Children. 
A. — Total  Number  of  Children  Examined. 


New  Admissions  (aged  about  5)  : — 


Boys, 

Girls, 


315 

305 


Age  Nine  : — 


Boys, 

Girls, 


338 

336 
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Age  Twelve  : — 

Boys,  ...  ...  ..  231 

Girls,  216 

Age  Sixteen  : — 

Boys,  ...  ...  ...  34 

Girls,  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Total  routine  cases,  ...  ...  1794 

Cases  Specially  Presented  : — 

Boys,  ...  ...  ...  ...  409 

Girls,  ...  ...  ...  ...  403 

817 

2611 

lie-examinations,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  276 

Total,  2887 


The  total  number  examined  last  year  was  2687  and  the  mean 
of  the  preceding  five  years  was  2603. 

The  above  figures  do  not  include  classes  of  children  examined 
for  infectious  or  contagious  diseases.  They  include  “Specials”  sent 
to  Alloa  Inspection  Clinic,  particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in 
Section  XI. 

B.  and  C. — Number  of  Children  Notified  to  Parents  as  Suffering 
from  Defects,  and  the  Number  Receiving  Attention. 


Total  Number 
of  Notices. 

Received 
attention  after 
1st  Notice. 

Uncleanliness — Head, 

11 

8 

Uncleanliuess — Body, 

7 

6 

Tonsils  Enlarged, 

101 

61 

Defective  Vision,  

193 

130 

Discharging  Ear's,  ... 

25 

25 

External  Eye  Disease, 

32 

7 

Ringworm  and  Favus, 

5 

5 

Other  Skin  Diseases, 

11 

11 

Other  Conditions, 

251 

199 

TOTAL 

636 

452 

The  above  table  does  not  include  cases  of  defective  teeth 
which  are  included  in  the  Dentists’  report.  All  cases  which  did  not 


9 


receive  attention  as  a result  of  notification  were  followed  up  by  the 
nurses,  when  considered  necessary,  and  in  this  way  nearly  all  cases 
ultimately  received  it.  In  addition  large  numbers  received  treat- 
ment at  the  clinics  quite  apart  from  those  notified  after  routine  in- 
spections. (See  Section  XI.).  Cases  of  uncleanliness  were  placed 
on  the  Nurses’  “blank  lists”  and  kept  under  regular  supervision. 

F. — Average  Heights  and  Weights. 


AGE  GROUP. 

5 

9 

12 

1C 

Boys— 

Average  Age  in  Years, 

K S 
°T¥ 

q n 

12* 

16* 

Number  Examined,  ... 

315 

338 

231 

34 

Heights  in  inches. 

41-7 

49‘8 

56-1 

Anthropometric  Standard,  ... 

41-0 

49-7 

55-0 

64-3 

Weights  in  Lbs.,  

41-2 

02-1 

78-2 

USA 

Anthropometric  Standard,  ... 

39-9 

60 -4 

76  7 

1190 

Girls— 

Average  Age  in  Years, 

z .n 

9t4, 

12* 

16* 

Number  Examined,  ... 

305 

336 

216 

19 

Heights  in  Inches,  

41-1 

50-5 

57-5 

644 

Anthropometric  Standard,  ... 

40  8 

48  7 

55-7 

61  8 

Weights  in  Lbs.,  

40-0 

58  0 

77-9 

111-5 

Anthropometric  Standard,  ... 

39-6 

55 '5 

76-4 

112-7 

126-  7 


10 


Tables  D,  E and  G to  Y 


Routines. 

Boys 

Per 

Gills 

Per 

Total 

Per 

Cent. 

Cent. 

Cent. 

Total  Number  Examined 

918 

876 

1794 

D.  CLOTHING:  — 

Insufficient, 

1 

•1 

1 

1 

2 

•1 

Disrepair, 

3 

•3 

0 

•0 

3 

•2 

Dirty,  

4 

•4 

5 

•6 

9 

•5 

E.  FOOTGEAR:  — 

Unsatisfactory,  ... 

2 

•2 

2 

•2 

4 

~2 

G.  CLEANLINESS  OF 

(a)  HEAD:  — 

Dirty,  

3 

•3 

32 

3 8 

35 

1-9 

Verminous, 

1 

•1 

0 

0 

1 

•06 

(■b)  BODY:  — 

Dirty 

7 

■s 

6 

•7 

13 

*/ 

Verminous, 

2 

•2 

1 

•1 

3 

•2 

H.  CONDITION  OF  SKIN:  — 

(a)  HEAD : — 

Ringworm, 

3 

.3 

3 

•3 

6 

-3 

Impetigo, 

12 

13 

8 

•9 

20 

11 

Favus, 

1 

•1 

0 

•o 

1 

•06 

Other  Diseases,  ... 

11 

1.2 

6 

*7 

17 

•9 

(b)  BODY:  — 

Ringworm, 

0 

•0 

1 

•i 

1 

•06 

impetigo, 

2 

•2 

1 

•i 

3 

•o 

Scabies, 

0 

•o 

0 

.0 

0 

•0 

Other  Diseases,  ... 

10 

1-1 

10 

1-1 

20 

1-1 

I.  NUTRITION:  — 

Average  and  Above 

Average, 

8S6 

96.5 

859 

9S-0 

1745 

97-3 

Below  Average,  . 

32 

3-5 

17 

1-9 

49 

2-7 

Malnutrition, 

0 

•0 

0 

•o 

0 

•o 

J.  TEETH:  — 

i Sound, 

230 

25.0 

202 

23  0 

432 

24-1 

1 to  4 Decayed,  ... 

591 

64-4 

592 

67-6 

12S3 

99-3 

5 or  more  Decayed, 

97 

10-6 

82 

9-4 

179 

100 

K.  a.  NOSE  : — 

Catarrh,  ... 

33 

3 6 

32 

3 6 

65 

3-6 

Obstruction, 

1 

•1 

0 

•o 

i 

•06 

Other  Diseases,  ... 

1 

•1 

4 

•4 

5 

•3 

to  too  c: o io o — © c;  © o •—  o m o hcoo  Specials, 
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TABLES  D,  E and  G to  Y (Continued) 


Routines. 

4 

w 

►J 

< 

Hoys 

Per 

Girls 

Per 

Total 

Per 

o 

U3  | 

Cent. 

Cent. 

Cent. 

Total  Number  Examined,  ... 

9 8 

876 

1794 

K.  (Continued):  — 

b.  THROAT  — 

TONSILS : — 

Slight  Enlargement, 

149 

lfi-2 

152 

17  3 

301 

16-8 

19 

Marked  Enlargement,  ... 

20 

2 2 

23 

2 G 

43 

2'4 

5 

ADENOIDS:  — 

Probably  Present, 

9 

1-0 

2 

•2 

11 

•6 

2 

Present, 

4 

•4 

4 

■4 

8 

•4 

1 

OTHER  DISEASES, 

23 

2 5 

18 

2-0 

41 

2 3 

8 

c.  LYMPHATIC  GLANDS:  — 

SUBM  AXILLARY : — 

0 

Palpable  Enlargement,  ... 

G 

■r, 

2 

•2 

8 

■4 

Marked  Enlargement,  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

•o 

0 

Suppurating, 

0 

•o 

0 

•0 

0 

0 

0 

Cicatrices, 

0 

*0 

0 

0 

0 

•o 

0 

CERVICAL : — 

108 

14 

Palpable  Enlargement,  ... 

99 

97 

111 

196 

109 

Marked  Enlargement.  ... 

3 

•3 

0 

0 

•o 

3 

*2 

1 

0 

Suppurating, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

•o 

Cicatrices, 

9 

1 0 

11 

1 6 

23 

13 

L.  EXTERNAL  EYE  DISEASES: 

Blepharitis,  

G 

•6 

2 

•2 

8 

■4 

4 

Conjunctivitis. 

3 

■3 

1 

•1 

4 

•2 

2 

Corneal  Opacities, 

2 

•2 

0 

0 

2 

•1 

0 

Strabismus, 

18 

2 0 

23 

2 G 

41 

23 

4 

Other  Diseases,  ... 

5 

•5 

4 

•4 

9 

*5 

0 

M.  VISION  — 

76 -9 

428 

69  8 

892 

73  3 

Good  Vision,  6/6, 

4G4 

28 

Fair  Vision,  6/9  and  6/12 

105 

17'4 

137 

22-3 

242 

19  9 

Bad  Vision,  6/18  plus 

24 

4 0 

31 

5 0 

65 

4 5 

21 

One  Eye  Only  6/18  plus 

10 

1 *6 

17 

2 G 

27 

2*2 

10 

N.  EARS:  — 

12 

Otorrhcea, 

9 

1 0 

3 

•3 

•7 

7 

Wax, 

G 

•o 

9 

1 0 

15 

•8 

5 

Other  Diseases,  ... 

7 

•s 

4 

•4 

1 1 

•6 

0 

0.  HEARING:  — 

Slight  Deafness,  ... 

8 

•8 

4 

•4 

12 

*7 

4 

Marked  Deafness, 

10 

I 1 

3 

•3 

13 

*7 

4 

12 


TABLES  D,  E and  G to  Y (Continued) 


Routines. 

K 

t-3 

Boys 

Per 

Girls 

Per 

Total 

Per 

US 

Cent. 

Cent. 

Cent. 

Total  Number  Examined, 

918 

876 

1794 

... 

P.  SPEECH:  — 

Defective  Articulation, 

8 

•8 

5 

•6 

13 

-7 

3 

Stammering, 

4 

•4 

i 

•1 

5 

•3 

0 

Q.  MENTAL  CONDITION  : — 

Dull  or  Backward, 

3 

•3 

0 

•0 

3 

•2 

1 

Mentally  Defective, 

5 

*5 

2 

•2 

7 

•4 

2 

R.  HEART  & CIRCULATION: 

Organic  Disease : — 

Congenital, 

0 

•0 

0 

•0 

0 

•0 

i 

; Acquired, 

7 

■8 

4 

■4 

11 

•6 

i 

Functional  Disease, 

8 

■8 

12 

1-4 

20 

11 

4 

Anaemia,  ... 

66 

7 2 

61 

7-0 

127 

7'2 

20 

S.  LUNGS:  — 

Chronic  Bronchitis, 

10 

1-1 

6 

•7 

16 

•9 

7 

Tuberculosis, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

•0 

0 

i Suspected  Tuberculosis, 

0 

•o 

0 

■o 

0 

•o 

0 

; Other  Diseases,  ... 

26 

2-8 

19 

2-2 

45 

2-5 

2 

T.  NERVOUS  SYSTEM  : — 

Epilepsy, 

1 

•1 

3 

•3 

4 

•2 

o 

! Chorea, 

0 

•o 

0 

‘0 

0 

0 

0 

i Infantile  Paralysis, 

7 

•8 

2 

• 9 

9 

•5 

0 

Other  Diseases,  ... 

3 

•3 

10 

ii 

13 

•7 

1 

IT.  TUBERCULOSIS 

(non-pulmonary) : — 

Glands, 

3 

•3 

5 

•6 

8 

•4 

l 

Bones  and  Joints, 

3 

•3 

0 

•o 

3 

•2 

0 

Abdomen, 

1 

•1 

0 

•o 

1 

•06 

0 

Skin, 

0 

•o 

0 

■o 

0 

•o 

0 

Other  Forms, 

0 

•o 

0 

•o 

0 

•0 

0 

V.  RICKETS  — 

Slight 

4 

•4 

0 

•o 

4 

•2 

0 

Marked, 

3 

•3 

2 

• 9 

5 

•3 

0 

W.  DEFORMITIES  : — 

i Congenital, 

9 

10 

4 

•4 

13 

•7 

2 

Acquired, 

15 

1 '6 

4 

•4 

19 

1-0 

3 

X.  INFECTIOUS  OR  CON- 

TAGIOUS  DISEASES  ... 

4 

•4 

6 

*7 

10 

•5 

8 

Y.  OTHER  DISEASES  OR 

DEFECTS,  

67 

7 3 

52 

5 9 

119 

6-6 

38 

13 


Comments  upon  above  Tables  of  Statistics. 

As  previously  pointed  out  the  statistics  as  a whole  are  now 
fairly  uniform  year  after  year,  and  no  exception  to  this  fact  can  be 
shown  as  regards  the  year  under  review.  The  definite  changes  for 
the  better  which  we  were  able  to  record  in  the  early  days  of  school 
medical  inspection  are  scarcely  to  be  expected  now,  but  I fear  that, 
if  inspection  were  to  cease  for  a few  years,  many  of  the  old  deplor- 
able conditions  of  twenty  years  ago  would  soon  regain  a footing. 
Even  now,  we  find  we  have  to  make  up  leeway  after  holidays  as 
regards  attention  to  minor  ailments  of  the  skin,  eyes  and  ears, 
which  are  often  allowed  to  look  after  themselves  when  there  is  no 
supervision  by  teachers  and  nurses. 

The  figures  relating  to  clothing,  footgear  and  cleanliness  are 
of  little  value.  They  relate  only  to  extreme  cases  where  action  has 
to  be  taken.  Most  children  are  prepared  for  inspection  and  one 

hesitates  to  classify  a child  as  defective  in  these  respects,  when  an 
obvious  effort  has  been  made  by  the  mother  to  “put  her  best  foot 
forward’’  in  spite  of  poverty  and  other  adverse  circumstances,  even 
when  the  effort  is  short  of  what  is  desirable.  It  is  rare  to  find  insuffi- 
ciency of  clothing.  On  the  other  hand  disrepair,  both  of  clothing 
and  footgear,  is  common  among  the  poorer  classes  and  one  has  to 
vary  the  standard  of  what  is  passable  according  to  circumstances. 
As  regards  cleanliness,  my  experience  would  indicate  that  by  nature, 
man  does  not  occupy  a very  prominent  position  in  the  animal  king- 
dom. He  is  clean  because  civilisation  for  its  own  existence  and 
perpetuity,  demands  that  he  should  be  clean.  If  he  is  trained  from 
an  early  age  to  be  clean,  then  cleanliness  may  become  second  nature. 
School  medical  inspection  is  one  of  the  instruments  used  by  civilis- 
ation to  extract  this  demand  and  it  must  be  kept  in  good  repair  if 
good  results  are  to  be  obtained.  Most  of  this  work  as  regards  clean- 
liness is  carried  out  by  the  nurses  in  co-operation  with  the  teachers 
and  is  not  evident  in  the  figures  of  routine  inspection  shown  above. 

The  average  height  and  weight  of  both  boys  and  girls  is  slight- 
ly above  the  standard  of  the  Anthropometic  Committee  in  all  the  age 
groups  examined,  and  the  figures  for  general  nutrition  show  a slight 
increase  over  the  average. 

The  figures  relating  to  defects  and  diseases  of  the  different 
organs  show  a further  increase  in  the  number  of  heart  defects,  both 
organic  and  functional.  There  is  also  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
oases  of  infantile  paralysis.  As  a rule  these  cases  have  been  dealt 
with  by  me  under  the  Child  Welfare  Scheme  and  orthopoedic  treat- 
ment has  been  obtained  for  the  correction  of  deformities  as  far  as 
possible.  As  eases  of  former  rickets  have  also  been  increased  this 
year,  the  number  of  deformities  is  higher  than  usual.  Tuberculosis 
of  the  glands,  bones  and  joints  shows  a slight  increase  over  last  year. 
They  are  mostly  cases  that  have  been  treated  and  are  either  cured 
or  quiescent.  Any  active  cases  are  excluded  from  school. 
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VIII. — Special  Classes. 

A special  class  for  dull  and  backward  and  mentally  defective 
children  is  housed  in  a special  building  along  with  the  School  Clinic 
at  Ludgate,  Alloa.  There  were  17  children  (11  boys  and  6 girls)  on 
the  roll  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  One  boy  and  3 girls  were 
admitted  during  the  year,  while  1 boy  and  3 girls  left  the  class.  The 
boy  was  16  years  old  and  obtained  work.  One  of  the  girls  was  16 
years  old  and  the  other  two  left  the  district.  The  irregularity  of 
attendance  of  some  of  the  children  has  greatly  interfered  with  their 
progress,  but  as  a whole  fair  results  have  been  obtained. 

During  the  year  the  Authority  maintained  2 mentally  defec- 
tive children  at  Larbert  Institution,  2 blind  children  at  the  Royal 
Blind  Asylum  and  School,  Edinburgh,  3 dumb  children  at  Edin- 
burgh Royal  Institution  for  Education  of  Deaf  and  Dumb  Children, 
and  one  deaf  child  at  Langside  School  for  the  Deaf. 

IX. — Arrangements  for  Physical  Education  and  Personal  Hygiene 

of  Children. 

A.  Physical  Exercises;  B.  Baths  and  Swimming; 

C.  Practical  Instruction  in  Personal  Hygiene. 

The  details  have  been  explained  in  previous  reports  and  the 
work  continues  to  be  efficiently  carried  out. 

X. — Arrangements  for  Feeding  of  Children  and  the  Supply  of 
Clothing  and  Footgear. 

No  specially  organised  feeding  schemes  were  required  during 
the  year,  but  the  supply  of  soup  and  cocoa  was  continued  at  certain 
schools  on  a paying  basis. 

During  the  year  160  children  were  supplied  with  boots  or 
clothing  or  both,  through  the  Joint  Committees  of  the  late  Authority. 
Parish  Councils  and  School  Management  Committees.  Many  others 
were  supplied  with  boots  through  special  funds  which  exist  in  Alloa 
and  Dollar. 

Milk  Feeding  Experiment. — In  last  year’s  report  preliminary 
statistics  were  given  for  the  period  25th  February,  to  8th  July,  1929. 
The  following  report  was  submitted  by  me  to  the  Education  Auth- 
ority after  the  year’s  experiment  had  been  completed: — 

In  January,  1929,  the  Clackmannanshire  Dairy  Farmers' 
Association  offered  to  supply  20  gallons  of  milk  daily  to  school  chil- 
dren for  a period  of  one  year  free  of  all  cost  to  the  Education  Auth- 
ority, if  the  Authority  would  carry  out  an  experiment  to  show 
whether  or  not  the  addition  of  milk  to  the  dietary  of  children  had  a 
beneficial  effect  upon  their  health  and  growth. 

The  offer  was  accepted  and  the  experiment  was  carried  out 
under  my  supervision,  with  the  help  of  headmasters  and  teachers, 
the  school  nurses  and  my  clerical  staff.  Feeding  was  begun  on  25th 
February,  1929,  and  finished  on  24th  February.  1930. 
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The  milk  was  supplied  in  half  pint  bottles  by  the  Alloa  Co-op- 
erative Society  Creamery,  which  possesses  a modern  plant  for  clean- 
ing, pasteurising  and  bottling  milk.  Eight  schools  were  selected  and 
each  received  40  half  pint  bottles  of  milk  daily.  In  each  school  20 
children  of  varying  ages  were  selected  and  each  child  received  a half 
pint  of  milk  at  the  forenoon  interval  and  a half  pint 
of  milk  at  the  afternoon  interval.  Twenty  other  children  were  sel- 
ected as  controls  as  nearly  as  possible  of  the  same  age,  sex,  physique 
and  social  condition  as  the  children  receiving  milk  and  these  chil- 
dren did  not  receive  any  milk.  The  issue  of  the  milk  was  supervised 
by  the  teachers  or  janitors.  The  caps  were  removed  from  the  bottles, 
the  mouths  of  which  were  wiped  clean  with  towels  or  paper  napkins, 
and  the  milk  was  drunk  directly  from  the  bottles. 

The  children  selected  for  the  test  were  usually  those  who  ap- 
peared to  be  most  in  need  of  extra  nourishment,  as  the  Authority 
wished  to  make  the  greatest  practical  use  of  the  milk  under  condi- 
tions similar  to  those  which  would  apply  in  any  scheme  likely  to  be 
carried  out  in  future  for  the  supply  of  milk  free  to  poor  children. 

Tables  were  prepared  giving  details  of  the  heights  and  weights 
at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year.  Children  with  more  than  25 
per  cent,  of  absences  were  excluded  from  the  calculation  of  results 
as  they  did  not  receive  milk  when  absent.  Any  milk  left  owing  to 
children  being  absent  was  given  to  other  suitable  children,  but  they 
were  not  included  in  the  experiment. 

The  resrdts  varied  in  different  schools  but,  taken  as  a whole, 
they  show  a slight  but  definite  increase  in  height  and  weight  of  those 
receiving  milk,  over  those  not  receiving  milk,  viz. : — about  1-tenth 
inch  in  height  and  J lb.  in  weight. 

The  headmasters,  as  a rule,  report  an  improvement  in  the 
general  appearance  and  alertness  of  the  children  receiving  milk. 
Although  they  have  not  committed  themselves  in  writing,  most  of 
them  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  supply  of  milk  has  been 
of  definite  value  to  the  children  both  physically  and  mentally. 

Analysis  of  Results. 

160  recipients. 

17  rejected  owing  to  insufficient  attendances. 

Experiment  therefore  relates  to  143  children  receiving  milk 
and  143  control  children  not  receiving  milk. 

Average  Increase  in  Height  of  those  Fed  = 2.48  inches 

Average  Increase  in  Height  of  Controls  = 2.37  inches 

Average  Increase  in  Weight  of  those  Fed  = 6.00  lbs. 

Average  Increase  in  Weight  of  Controls  = 5.45  lbs. 

XI. — Arrangements  for  Medical  Treatment. 

Arrangements  are  in  operation  for  the  treatment  of  minor 
ailments,  defective  vision,  defective  teeth,  and  certain  defects  and 
deformities  requiring  operation  or  special  appliances.  These 
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arrangements  may  be  detailed  as  follows: — 

A.  Minor  Ailments. 

(1)' — Alloa  School  Clinic. 

The  premises  are  situated  in  Ludgate,  Alloa,  and  are  equipped 
as  an  Inspection  Clinic,  a Treatment  Clinic,  a Dental  Clinic,  and 
the  Eye  Specialist’s  Clinic.  The  Special  Class  for  Defectives  is  also 
housed  in  the  same  building. 

The  Inspection  Clinic  is  held  on  Mondays  at  11  a.m.  by  the 
school  medical  officer.  The  attendance  officer,  teachers  and  parents 
send  children  whenever  there  is  any  doubt  as  to  whether  they  should 
attend  school,  or  for  special  examination  by  the  medical  officer  for 
various  reasons  and  for  treatment  if  necessary. 

The  following  table  gives  full  particulars.  The  Clinic  was 
open  on  39  Mondays,  and  the  average  attendance  was  14  compared 
with  14  last  year. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

cases 

cases 

ex- 

not  ex- 

CONDITIONS. 

eluded 

eluded 

Totals. 

from 

from 

School. 

School. 

Impetigo,  ... 

16 

17 

33 

Scabies, 

11 

0 

11 

Favus  and  Ringworm, 

8 

8 

16 

Other  Skin  Affections, 

11 

7 

18 

Verminous  Cases, 

l 

0 

1 

Infectious  Diseases,  ... 

103 

0 

103 

Aflections  of  Throat, 

22 

17 

39 

,,  Glands, 

9 

S 

17 

„ F 1 Conjunctivitis.  ... 

^yes>  j Blepharitis, 

13 

8 

21 

7 

10 

17 

,,  Otorrhoea, 

S 

13 

21 

,,  Heart  and  Anmmia 

15 

9 

24 

l Bronchitis, 

16 

13 

29 

T ) Tuberculosis 

angs,  < Suspected  Tuberculosis, 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

( Others 

0 

0 

0 

Nervous  System,  j Z 

1 Bowels, 

3 

4 
2 

0 

1 

1 

3 

5 

3 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  j 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

3 

(skin, 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Conditions, 

33 

128 

161 

Total, 

286 

241 

527 

Re-Examinations,  ... 

199 

44 

243 

Total  Attendances, 

485 

285 

770 
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The  Treatment  Clinic  is  held  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays  in  the  afternoons.  A medical  practitioner  attends  each 
Wednesday  and  a nurse  carries  out  the  prescribed  treatment  on  the 
other  days. 

The  following  table  gives  the  record  of  cases  and  attendances, 
which  continue  to  increase  in  numbers 


CONDITIONS  TREATED. 

N u m h er 

Number  of 

of  Cases. 

Attendances. 

Afiections  of  the  Ear,  ... 

86 

1164 

„ Eye,  ... 

142 

840 

o]  • (Ringworm  and  Favus. 
” ” ’ (Other  Conditions, 

24 

279 

580 

1578 

Other  Conditions, 

701 

2330 

Total, 

1232 

6492 

The  average  daily  attendance  was  55  compared  with  40  last 
year  and  the  Clinic  was  open  on  118  days. 

Under  arrangements  made  with  the  Managers  of  The  County 
Hospital,  Alloa,  the  X-ray  apparatus  is  available  for  the  treatment 
of  ringworm  and  favus,  and  for  X-ray  examination  of  injuries,  etc. 

(2) — Alva  School  Treatment  Clinic. 

This  is  held  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons 
at  Park  Place  School.  A nurse  carries  out  the  work  under  the  sup- 
ervision of  the  school  medical  officer.  She  has  instructions  to  send 
any  urgent  case  to  the  family  doctor  and  to  grant  a free  voucher  for 
his  fee  when  necessary. 

The  following  table  gives  the  record  of  cases  and  attendances : 


CONDITIONS. 

N u m her 

Number  of 

of  Cases. 

Attendances. 

Affections  of  the  Ear,  ... 

48 

587 

„ „ Eye,  ... 

41 

301 

q,  . j Ringworm  and  l^avus, 
” ” & 1D>  (Other  Conditions,  ... 

1 

60 

10 

524 

Other  Conditions, 

343 

1764 

Total, 

493 

3186 
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(3) — Tillicoultry  School  Treatment  Clinic. 

This  is  run  on  the  same  lines  as  the  Clinic  at  Alva,  described 
above,  on  the  forenoons  of  Tuesday  and  Friday  each  week.  It  is 
held  in  a room  which  is  used  for  woodwork  instruction  at  other  times, 
and  the  accommodation  and  fittings  are  more  or  less  of  a temporary 
nature.  The  late  Education  Authority  had  the  provision  of  more 
suitable  premises  under  consideration,  but  no  decision  was  arrived 
at  before  they  ceased  to  function. 

The  following  table  gives  the  record  of  cases  and  attendances : 


CONDITIONS. 

Number 

Number  of 

of  Cases. 

Attendances. 

Affections  of  the  Ear,  ... 

28 

31S 

)»  >>  •••  ••• 

36 

91 

m • (Ringworm  and  Favus, 

” ’ (Other  Conditions, 

2 

56 

14 

365 

Other  Conditions, 

436 

1505 

Total, 

558 

2293 

($) — Arrangement  for  Treatment  at  Clackmannan  and  other 

Schools. 

Although  no  special  premises  have  been  fitted  up,  a Clinic  is 
held  at  Clackmannan  School  by  one  of  the  school  nurses  once  a week 
in  any  room  which  may  be  available.  The  work  done  is  shown  in 
the  following  table : — 


CONDITIONS. 

Number 

Number  of 

of  Cases. 

Attendances. 

Affections  of  the  Ear,  ... 

20 

240 

>i  >>  ^y®>  •••  ••• 

10 

14 

n.  • (Ringworm  and  Favus, 

” ” ’ (Other  Conditions,  ... 

3 

70 

22 

201 

Other  Conditions, 

200 

491 

Total, 

303 

96S 

Alloa  School  Clinic  is  also  available  for  treatment  of  children 
attending  Clackmannan.  Sauchie,  Fairfield,  Fishc.ross,  and  Tulli- 
body Schools,  all  of  which  are  within  a radius  of  2A  miles  and  have 
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facilities  for  sending  children  to  Alloa  by  train  or  motor  bus.  Coal- 
snaughton  children  may  attend  Tillicoultry  Clinic,  1 mile  distant. 
At  Dollar,  the  District  Nurse  attended  5 children  suffering  from 
minor  ailments,  making  a total  of  55  attendances  on  them.  At 
Menstrie  School,  under  arrangements  made  with  the  Nursing  Asso- 
ciation, the  District  Nurse  treated  11  school  children,  the  total 
attendances  being  184. 

B.  Defective  Vision. 

The  arrangements  made  for  the  treatment  of  defective  vision 
have  been  detailed  in  previous  reports.  The  number  of  cases  treated 
during  the  year  shows  an  increase  over  previous  years,  and  was  as 
follows : — 


Alloa  Burgh  Schools, 

Necessitous. 

34 

Non- 

Necessitous 

70 

Alloa  Landward  Schools, 

7 

28 

Alva  Schools, 

7 

25 

Tillicoultry  School, 

5 

21 

Dollar  School, 

2 

7 

Clackmannan  School, 

7 

4 

Total, 

62 

155 

Dr  T.  Stewart  Barrie,  the  Eye  Specialist  appointed  by  the 
Authority,  continued  to  carry  out  the  treatment  at  the  Clinic  with 
very  successful  results.  He  has  again  kindly  submitted  a report 
which  is  as  follows: — 

In  submitting  a report  on  the  work  done  at  the  School  Clinic 
for  defective  vision  and  diseases  of  the  eyes,  I have  pleasure  in  stat- 
ing that  the  work  of  the  Clinic  still  has  the  approval  of  the  parents 
and  guardians  as  the  total  number  of  examinations  was  217,  an  in- 
crease of  47  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  for  last  year. 
This  number  includes  a number  of  cases  sent  by  the  Maternal  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee. 

In  the  1928  Report  a reference  was  made  to  the  fact  that  a 
number  of  the  children  had  developed  a spasm  of  the  ciliary  muscle 
so  that  the  need  for  glasses  was  only  apparent  and  not  real.  The 
treatment  I advise  in  such  cases  is  always  the  same,  i.e.,  the  child 
should  hold  its  hook  not  closer  than  twelve  inches  from  the  eyes  and 
should  work  in  a good  light.  In  connection  with  my  report  of 
80/12/29  on  the  lighting  of  certain  schools,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  of  the  10  cases  of  spasm  detected  during  the  year,  0 were  found 
in  December  1929,  and  8 in  January  1980. 

The  great  majority  of  the  cases  only  required  glasses  to  ren- 
der their  visual  power  normal  or  practically  so.  As  one  expects,  a 
large  number  of  cases  of  Squint  had  to  be  dealt  with  and  I wish  to 
thank  the  teachers  and  nurses  for  their  interest  and  care  of  such 
cases.  There  was  only  one  case  of  Myopia  which  required  special 
treatment  in  the  form  of  rest  for  the  eyes  for  a period  ; it  was  not 
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of  high  degree  but  the  visual  acuity  was  low. 

There  were  many  cases  of  diseases  of  the  lids  and  phlyctenular 
keratitis  for  treatment.  The  latter  disease  still  takes  a high  toll  of 
the  children  impairing  their  sight  through  the  formation  of  corneal 
opacities.  Education  of  the  parents  as  to  the  importance  of  not 
neglecting  what  they  call  a “cold  in  the  eyes’’  of  children  of  pre- 
school age  is  still  essential,  for  when  recovery  takes  place  corneal 
opacities  are  found  to  be  present  and  glasses  are  often  not  very  ser- 
viceable in  improving  the  sight. 

A number  of  rare  affections  of  the  eyes  were  discovered,  i.e.. 
nystagmus  (two  cases)  congenital  cataract  (two  cases)  birth  injury 
to  the  cornea  (one  case)  and  partial  paralysis  of  the  3rd  nerve  of 
unknown  origin. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Dr  Finlator  for  arranging  the  attend- 
ance and  the  previous  preparation  of  the  eyes  of  the  children  so  that 
the  examinations  were  made  without  any  delay.  In  the  new  Clinic 
the  arrangements  are  most  satisfactory. 

T.  STEWART  BARRIE,  M.B.,  F.R.F.P.S.G., 

Surgeon,  Ophthalmic  Institution,  Glasgow. 

C.  Defective  Teeth. 

The  following  report  with  statistics  has  been  prepared  by  Mr 
-las.  S.  Wilson,  L.D.S.,  one  of  the  part-time  School  Dentists: — 

Tenth  Annual  Report  on  Dental  Treatment. 

I beg  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
July,  1930,  prepared  by  Mr  Melville,  L.D.S.  and  myself. 


Mr  Melville’s 
Clinic. 

"d 

0) 

-4-> 

o 

<D 

Oh 

Vi 

£ 

Sound 

Teeth. 

1—4 

Decayed. 

5 or  more 
Decayed. 

• +5 

i-  O)  . 
o 0)^3 

**-« 

O r-  ® 

E 

.2 

+3  X 
O c 
.a>o 
o o^~ 

fc  g 1 

6 

fc 

No. 

Per 

Cent. 

No. 

Per 

Cent. 

No. 

Per 

Cent. 

O Bq 
z § 

■S 

Age  6, 

294 

53 

18 

102 

34-7 
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47-3 

29 

Age  7, 
Age  9, 

273 

55 

201 
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3919 

111 

40-65 
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319 

63 

19-7 
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55-8 

78 

24-5 
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Age  12,  ... 

214 

42 

19  62 

151 

70-56 

21 

9-82 

348 

Totals, 

1100 
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19 '36 

538 

48  S9 

349 

31-75 
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7 

Mr  Wilson’s 

Clinic. 

Age  G, 

2(56 

22 

8-7 

145 

54  "2 

99 

37-1 

48 

Age  7,  ... 

Age  9, 

263 

24 

9‘1 
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61-6 

77 

29-3 

125 

317 

38 

11-8 

223 
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Age  12,  ... 
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33 

16 
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63-1 

43 

20-9 
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Totals, 

1052 
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62-7 
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26-2 
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7 
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Totals. 

2152 
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15-34 
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55-67 

624 
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TREATMENTS  1929-30. 

Mr  Melville’s 
Clinic. 

Mr  Wilson’s 
Clinic. 

Combined 

Totals. 

Com.  Totals, 
1928-29. 

No.  of  Children  notified,  plus  casuals, 

887 

935 

1822 

1351 

No.  of  Children  accepting,  plus 
casuals. 

338 

457 

795 

620 

No.  of  Attendances  at  Clinics,  plus 
casuals, 

564 

739 

1303 

1037 

No.  of  Temporary  Teeth  extracted,  ... 

1038 

1178 

2216 

1963 

No.  of  Permanent  Teeth  extracted,  . 

107 

138 

245 

173 

No.  of  Temporary  Fillings, 

6 

6 

9 

No.  of  Permanent  Fillings, 

94 

58 

152 

105 

No.  of  Treatment  Sessions, 

60 

70 

130 

102 

No.  of  Inspection  Sessions 

7 

7 

14 

12  ! 

Total  No.  of  Sessions, 

67 

77 

144 

114 

la  submitting  the  Report  last  year,  Mr  Melville  stated  “Tak- 
ing the  inspections  first.  I would  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
interesting  fact  that  the  average  percentage  of  dental  disease  over 
all  the  age  groups,  both  in  Mr  Wilson’s  and  my  clinics  are  practically 
identical.  Such  a close  similarity  in  these  figures  by  two  indepen- 
dent investigators  give,  I should  say,  a strikingly  accurate  index  of 
the  amount  of  disease  present.” 

On  a study  of  the  above  figures  it  is  found  that  the  same 
observation  applies  to  the  year  just  ended  regarding  children  of  b, 
7 and  9 years  of  age  respectively.  From  the  beginning  of  that  year, 
however,  the  work  of  attending  to  children  of  12  years  of  age  was 
also  undertaken.  This  is  a very  critical  age  for  children,  as  norm- 
ally the  temporary  teeth  have  all  been  shed  and  most  of  the  perman- 
ent teeth  erupted.  Unfortunately,  one  must  remark  on  the  high 
number  of  permanent  teeth  decayed  at  that  age  which  goes  to  show 
that  although  the  12  years  old  children  were  examined  and  treated 
at  the  age  of  0,  7 and  9 respectively  and  in  all  probability  were  made 
dentally  fit  at  the  age  of  9.  that  during  the  years  of  9 to  12  little  or 
no  oare  is  being  taken  of  the  teeth  (except  in  urgent  cases,  when 
the  children  are  treated  as  casuals.) 

As  regards  treatments,  the  figures  show  an  increase  this  year, 
and  it  has  been  our  endeavour  to  perform  as  much  conservative 
work  as  possible,  but  as  so  much  dental  disease  is  present  our  time 
for  fillings  has  been  very  limited.  We,  of  course,  as  Rental 
Surgeons,  use  our  own  discretion  as  to  whether  a tooth  should  be 
extracted  or  filled,  and  we  can  only  decide  whether  a satisfactory 
restoration  can  be  performed  after  we  have  thoroughly  examined 
and  excavated  the  dental  decay. 
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Mr  Melville  and  I again  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  of 
the  interest  which  all  officials  and  others  have  taken  in  the  Dental 
Clinics. 

JAMES  S.  WILSON,  L.D.S. 

72  Drysdale  St.,  Alloa. 


D.  Operations. 

Arrangements  are  in  force  with  the  Managers  of  the  County 
Hospital,  Alloa,  for  the  operative  treatment  of  enlarged  tonsils  and- 
adenoids,  hernia  and  certain  other  defects,  on  payment  of  a slump 
sum  per  annum  by  the  Council.  All  school  children  are  treated 
without  any  fee  being  charged,  but  parents  are  expected  to  give  a 
donation  to  the  Hospital  funds.  Parents  are  advised  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  admission  of  their  children  to  Hospital  through  their 
family  doctors,  but  the  admission  of  necessitous  cases,  who  cannot 
pay  a doctor,  is  arranged  for  at  the  School  Clinics.  Under  these 
arrangements  the  following  operations  were  performed  during  the 
year: — Tonsils  and  Adenoids,  64;  Circumcision,  1;  Hernia,  3. 

Cases  requiring  orthopoedic  treatment  were  sent  to  the  Royal 
Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Glasgow,  and  others  were  sent  to  special 
Hospitals  for  special  defects.  Assistance  was  given  to  necessitous 
cases  in  the  form  of  travelling  expenses  incurred  in  going  to  these 
Hospitals. 


E.  Deformities,  Treated  by  Appliances,  Etc. 

The  Council  pays  for  special  splints  and  boots  and  other 
appliances  for  cases  with  deformities,  when  the  parents  are  unable 
to  do  so.  A few  cases  received  assistance  during  the  year. 


